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A s p e c i a l indus- t ry commit tee a p p o i n t e d -under t h e r e c e n t amendment t o t h e Wage 

and Hour Law t o dea l -'Jd.th t he p rob lem of P u e r t o R i c o , v / i l l s a i l t o d a y from New York 

f o r San Juan on t h e S . S . Coamo fro.m P i e r 1 5 , E a s t R i v e r a t 3 :00 o ' c l o c k , P . M., 

Monsignor F r a n c i s J . H a a s , Deoai cf t h e School of S o c i a l S c i e n c e s , C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y , 

i s Chairman of t h e Gorajnit tee. _ • . .: ._ .;.. 

C o l o n e l P h i l i p B . F l e m i n g , A d r d n i s t r a t o r of t h e Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n , U. S , 

Depar tment of Labor , a i s o v / i l l l i .avo fo r P u e r t o R i c o . C o l o n e l F leming w i l l open t h e 

Committee p r o c e e d i n g s ir.'. 3ar oran a f t e r t h e Committee ncmbers a r e sv/orn i n , and he 

w i l l c h a r g e t h e Committco on i t s d -a t ies a t t h e open ing s e s s i o n . 

Under t h e amendment p a s s e d by t h e pr..--s6nt C.-^ngress, t h e s p e c i a l i n d u s t r y 

commi t t ee v d l l rocommxcnd mininum v.-age r a t e s v/>dch mo.y be l e s s t h a n t h e 3 0 - c e n t 

s t a t u t o r y minimum nov/ i n f o r c e i n t h e c o n t i n e n t a l U n i t e d S t a t e s and in o t h e r t e r r i - . 

t o r i e s and p o s s e s s i o n s . The v.age r-c. coinmcnded, hcv /ever , must n o t bo s u c h t h a t i t v / i l l 

g i v e th ' : I s l a n d s a com.pe t l t i ve a d v a n t a g e over i r n i u s t r i e s i n t h o c o n t i n e n t a l U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . Under t he proced-arc c o n t a i n e d in t h e F.air Labor S t a n d a r d s A c t , t h o s e i n d u s ­

t r y c o m m i t t e e s , on v d d c h e r i p l c y e r s , ejnployees ojid t h e p u b l i c a r e e q u a l l y r e p r e s e n t e d , 

make a rec.oramondation a f t e r a s t u d y cf t h e i n . d u s t r y i n v o l v e d . In t h i s c a se t h e 

Ccmmit tee i s s p e c i f i c a l l y s t u d y i n g t h e nee-dlev/crk indus t - ry i n t h e I s l a n d . 

TvTicn t h e Co.ranittee s a k e s - i ts recoinm.e:idaticn, the / ' . .dminis t roder w i l l h o l d a 

p u b l i c h e a r i n g . I f he f i;idc t h e reccmraenda t ion s u p p o r t e d by tho e v i d e n c e p r e s e n t e d 

t o him., t h e A d m d n i s t r a t o r may -ch-en i s s u e a v/age o r d e r , -vvhich g i v e s t h e r a t e t h e 

f o r c e and e f f e c t of lav/ . The A d : i i n i E t r a t . : r , i f he does n o t a p p r o v e t h e recommenda­

t i o n , may r e f e r i t b a c k t o t h e same commi t t ee f o r f u r t h e r s t u d y or a p p o i n t a nev/ 

nommit tee t o do t h i s w o r k , 
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Other members of t h e Com:rittee spoiling on t h e Coarao, are David Dubinsky, 

p r e s i d e n t of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l b o d i e s ' Garraent''"'•'orkers Union, Prudenoio R i v i e r a 

Mar t inez , I n s u l a r Commissionor of Labor; and Frank M, l^ayfield, p r e s i d e n t of the 

Nat ional R e t a i l Dry Goods Associ8.tion of S t , L o u i s . I-Tr. Mayfield i s head of 

Scruggs-Vandervoort-Barney, I n c . , S t , Louis depar-bment s t o r e . 

The f u l l membership of tho Co.:.Tmittce i s as fo l l ravs : Publ ic members: 

Monsignor Haas; Dr. Jose M. Ga l la rdo , I n s u l a r Comiiiissioncr of Educat ion; Mar t in 

T rav i e so , J u s t i c e of tho I n s u l o r Supreme Court; Employer members: l i r , Mayfield, 

Maria Louisa Arcolcy of Mayaguoz, engaged in noedlov.rork; P . J . Rosaly, Manager 

of t h e Bank o t Ponce; Labor mombers: Mr. Dubinsky; S r . Martinez o.nd Sherman H, 

DalrjTJiplo, Vice-Pres iden t of tho Congress of I n d u s t r i a l Orgoji izat ions. 

The Committeo v.dll hold i t s f i r s t mooting i n t h e Charabcr of Commerce, San 

Juan, on F r iday , September 27 th , "".' . '"' - ' '•- '~ - " - , " 

Tho p a r t y s a i l i n g todoiy v / i l l i n c l u d e , in a d d i t i o n t o the Industr;,/ Conmittoo 

members and Colonel Fleming, Burton E, Oppenhcim, D i r e c t o r of tho Indus t ry 

Committee Broaich of tho Wo.go and Hour Div i s ion ; Charles D. Evans, Indus t ry 

Committee Counsol, o.nd Thomas D, O'Kcofe, P r i n c i p a l Economist. 
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