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A special industry committee appointed under the recent amendment té the VWage
and Hour Law o deal with ths problem of Puverto Rice, will sail today from New York
for Sen Juan on the S. &. Coamo from Pier 15, East River at 3:00 o'clock, P. M.,
Monsignor Franecis J. Haas, Dean of the School of Social Sciences,'Catholic University,
is Chairmen of the Committee.

Colonel Philip B, Fleming, Adninistrator of the Wage and Hour Division, B 8
Department of Labcr, aiso will lcave for Puerto Kico. Colonel Fleming will open the
Committee proceedings in San dJduan after the Committce meombers are sworn in; and he
will charge the Committece nn its cduties at the oponing session.

Under the amendment passed by the prqsckt Congress, the spceial industry
cpmmit e will recommend minimum wage retes which moy be less than the 30-cent
statutory minimum now in feorece in the continental United States and in other terri-,
tories and possessions, The wage rccommended, however, must nct be such that it will
give the Islends a competitive advantage over industrics in.the continental United
Statos, Undsr the pfocodurc contained in the Fair Labor Standards Act, these indus-
try committees, on which employers, employees and the public are equally represented,
make a recommendation after a study of the industry involved. In this cose the
Committce is specifically studying the necdlewerk industry in the Islznd.

When the Committee makes dts recommendaticn, ths Administrator will hold a
public hearing. If he finds the recommendction supported by the evidence presented
to him, the Administrator may then issue a wage order, which gives the rate the
force and effect of law, The Adninistrator, if he does not approve the recommenda-

tion, may refer it back to the same committee for further study or appoint & now

nommittee to do this work,
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Other members of the Comrittee sailing on the Coamo, are David Dubinsky,

president of the International Ladies' Garment Workers Union, Prudencio Riviera

-

Martinez, Insular Commissionor of Labor; and Frank M. Yayfield, president of the
National Retail Dry Goods Associetion of Ste Louise Mre Mayfield is head of

Scruggs=Vandervoort=Barney, Ince, Ste Louis department storece

The full membership of the Comittec is as follows: Public membors:

Monsignor Heas; Dre Josc ile Gallardo, Insular Commissioncr of Education; Martin

Irevieso, Justicc of the Insuler Suprome Court; Employor memberss Mre Meyficld,

Maria Louisa Arcclcy of Mayaguoz, ongaged in ncodloworl:; Pe Je Rosaly, Manager

of the Bank of Poncc; Lebor mombers: Mre Dubinsky; Sre Martincz and Sherman H,
Dalrymplec, Vioo-Pfcsidont of the Congrcss of Industrizl Organizations.

The Committoe will hold its first mecting in the Chamber of Commcercc, San
Juan, on Friday, Scptember 27the

The party sailing today will include, in addition to the Industry Committco
members and Colonel Fleming, Burtoa Es Oppenheim, Dircctor of the Industry
Comnittec Branch of the Wage and Hour Division; Charlcs De Evons, Industry

Committec Counscl, and Thomas De O'Kecfe, Principal Economiste






